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Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Holme  House, 

Hebden  Bridge, 

1st  March,  1914. 


Gentlemen, — 

I ha,ve  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  for  the  year  1913. 

Hebden  Bridge  isi  a town  occupying  a,  small  area,  of  476 
acres,  with  narrow  valleys  surrounded]  by  steep  hills,  and 
having  some  roads  with  gradients  of  one  in  six.  The  lowest 
road  level  is  about  320  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest 
about  710  feet.  The  Rivers  C alder  and  Hebden  flow  through 
the  town. 

The  inhabitants  belong  principally  to  the'  working  classes, 
the  chief  industry  of  the  district  being  the  wholesale'  clothing 
trade. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  for  the  year  ending  1913 
was  £240. 

Many  of  the  manufacturing  firms  and  private  individuals 
in  the  district  subscribe  to  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  and 
have  in  return  practically  the  free  use  of  the  Infirmary  and 
the  advice  of  its  Honorary  Staff  in  all  medical  and  surgical 
cases  necessitating  treatment  at  that  institution. 
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There  are  also-  the  Fielden  and  Sourhall  Joint  Hospitals 
for  the  treatment  of  persons!  suffering  from,  infectious  diseases. 

Since  the  early  part  of  the  year  under  review,  there  have 
been  provided  by  the  West  Hiding  County  Council  (under1  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911)  sanatoria  and  dispensaries  for 
the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  the  advantages  of 
which  the  insured  population  and  their  dependants  partici- 
pate. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  1911  census  was 
1847,  with  an  average  number  of  persons  per  house  of  3.8, 
as  compared  with  4.1  at  the  previous  census  (1901). 

WATER,  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with 
Halifax  Corporation,  water,  the  supply  being1  ample 
and  of  a soft,  peaty  character.  Through  its  soft  character 
and  consequent  plumbo'  solvent  tendency,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  submit  it  to  certain  treatment  (i.e.,  a mixture  of 
limestone  sand  with  river  sand)  at  the  Hollin  Hall  filter 
beds.  This  treatment  is  satisfactory,  as  shown  by  the  analy- 
sis of  samples  taken  by  the  Surveyor  and  examined  by  the 
County  Officials  at  Wakefield. 

No  case  of  lead  poisoning  has  been  reported. 

A very  dry  summer  wa,s  experienced,  and  many  of  the 
private  supplies  failed.  During  the  late  part  of  September, 
the  whole  of  October,  and  the  first  half  of  November,  the 
hours  of  public  supply  were  restricted,  and  the  supply  was 
turned  off  during  the  following  periods:  — 

Sept.  29th  to  Oct.  27th  7-0  p.m.  to  5-0  a.m. 

Oct.  27th  to  Nov.  17thi  5-0  ,,  7-0  „ 

Nov.  17th  to  Nov.  19th  7-0  ,,  7-0  ,, 

During  the  autumn  the  district  was  free  (except  for  one 
case)  from  all  waterborne  diseases  and  from  cases  of  lead 
poisoning.  The  case  referred  to  was  enteric,  and  it  occurred 
in  your  district  in  October  on,  premises  supplied  by  water 
from  the  Council’s  mains,  but  its  origin  could  not  be  detected. 
This  shows  in  a very  unmistakable  manner  the  great  purity 
and  non-plumbo  solvency  of  your  water  supply  as  it  is  distri- 
buted through  the  mains  of  the  town.  I think  the  Council 
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are  to  be  congratulated  respecting  their  water  supply,  and 
that  the  supply  can  justly  be  regarded  a®  adequate  and  of  a 
satisfactory  nature. 

Another  case  of  Enteric  Fever  which  occurred  in  April 
on  premises  having  a water  supply  from  a source  other  than 
that  of  the  Council  is  referred  to  in  a later  part  of  my  report 
under  the  heading  of  Enteric  Fever. 

During  the  year  42  yards  of  4in.  main  were  laid  in 
Palace  House-road,  and  280  yards  of  3in.  main  were  laid  in 
Central,  Fielding,  Fountain,  Oxford  and  Blenheim  Streets 
and  Windsor  View. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 

There  is  a general  and  comprehensive  scheme  of  sewer- 
ing throughout  the  town,.  The*  sewage  is  carried  to  the  Out- 
fall Works  at  Redacre  (situated  in  the  adjoining  Urban 
District  of  Mytholmroyd)  and  is  treated  there.  During  the 
year,  the  following  exceptional  lengths  of  sewering  have  been 
effected  : — 

695yds.  of  9in.  sewer  in  Birchcliffe  Road  & W ads  worth  Lanes 
696yds.  of  6 in.  sewer  in  Wood  Tbp  Road. 

150yds.  of  6in.  sewer  in  Old  Lees  Road. 

75yds.  of  6in.  sewer  in  Myrtle  Place  (relaid). 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  carried  out  throughout  the  district  by  the  Coun- 
cil’s staff  and  the  refuse  is  deposited  at  tips.  The  cost  for 
the  year  under  review  was  £315. 

I consider  that  a refuse  destructor  is  fast  becoming  a 
sanitary  necessity.  When  it  is  considered  that  each  tip  is 
simply  a breeding  ground  for  the  fly,  and  in  view  of  the 
distance  that  the  fly  travels  and  its  great  breeding  propensity, 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  very  desirable  that  the  tips  should  be 
abolished  and  all  other  steps  taken  where  practicable  to  avoid 
accumulations  of  refuse. 

The  pail  closets  number  95,  the  same  as  last  year,  but 
as  the  Council  have  extended  their  water  mains  and  will  be 
likely  to  continue  to  do  so,  there  is  every  probability  that 
this  number  will  be  reduced  in  the  immediate  future. 
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There  are  at  the  present  time  1525  water  closets,  as 
compared  with  1505  a year  ago.  Of  the  additional  20,  14 
were  erected  along  with  new  dwelling  houses  and  six  were 
additional  closets  at  old  property. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  925  inspections  have  been  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Officer. 

Seven  informal  notices  were  served  and  six  of  these  were 
complied  with.  Six  statutory  notices  were  served  and  five  of 
them  were  complied  with. 

Thirty-six  nuisances  were  reported  during  the  year.  All 
these  were  abated  at  the  request  of  the  Council. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

These  have  been  inspected  at  intervals,  during  the  year. 
They  are  generally  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  state. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

One  business  in  your  district  is  classified  as  an  offensive 
trade.  The  works  are  periodically  inspected  and  are  kept 
in  a satisfactory  state. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Secondarv  School  and  of 
the  three  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district  is  quite  up  to  the 
standard.  The  health  of  the  children  attending  these  schools 
has  been  good  and  there  was  little  infectious  disease  during 
the  year. 

FOOD. 

The  food  stored  and  offered  for  sale  in  the  district  is 
generally,  I am  confident,  of  good,  quality.  No  cases  of 
exposure  of  unsound  food  for  sale  have  been  reported  during 
the  year. 

The  milk  supply  comes  mostly  from  the  adjoining  Rural 
District  of  Todmorden. 

There  are  only  six  registered  cow-keepers  in  your  distr'ct. 
The  cowsheds  have  been  subjected  to  periodical  inspection, 
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their  cleanliness  is  equal  to  that  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts,  and  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  At 
the  same  time,  I cannot'  report  that  they  are  ideal,  as  some 
of  the  buildings  are  old  and,  generally,  cannot  be  compared 
with  model  cowsheds. 

I would  again  advise  that  some  system  of  veterinary 
inspection  under  the  Council’s  authority  be  instituted. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  compulsorily  notifiable  be- 
fore the  year  under  review  and  all  other  classes  of  Tubercu- 
losis became  notifiable  on  February  1st,  1913. 

During  the  eleven  months  in  which  the  Tuberculosis 
Regulations  were  applicable,  19  cases  were  notified,  i.e.,  10 
pulmonary  and  9 other  than  pulmonary.  During  the  same 
period  nine  deaths  were  registered  from,  Tuberculosis,  seven 
of  these  being  of  the  pulmonary  variety  and  two'  other  than 
pulmonary.  On  carefully  analysing  these  deaths,  I can  only 
find  hereditary  taint  in  two  of  the  nine  cases.  No  doubt 
children  born  of  tuberculous  parents  are  predisposed  to  the 
disease  when  living  under1  the  conditions  which  are  known  to 
favour  it,  but  there  must  be  other  (at  present  undecided) 
means  of  the  disease  being  conveyed.  I have  little  doubt 
that  food,  particularly  milk,  is  the  most  frequent  cause.  If 
this  is  correct,  it  appears  necessary  that  any  action,  which 
can  be  taken  at  reasonable  expense  and  which  may  tend  to 
check  or  prevent  this  sourcei  of  conveying  the  disease,  should 
be  instituted.  I am,  in  consequence,  much  in  favour  of  the 
veterinary  inspection;  of  £.11  milch  cows,  and  of  a close  and 
constant  inspection  of  all  cattle  killed  for  human  consump- 
tion. The  necessity  of  inspecting  all  meat  would  be  much 
simplified  by  the  provision  of  a public  abattoir.  Five  of  the 
Pulmonary  cases  were  removed  to  the  different  sanatoria  in 
the  Ridinc:.  Of  these  five  two  received  some  benefit  when  in  the 
institution,  one  returned  in  about  the  same  condition,  whilst  the 
remaining  two  have  died  since  their  return  home. 

The  short  period  of  residence  at  these  institutions,  of 
course,  will  never  allow  of  a cure,  but  the  treatment  persons 
receive  there  is  an  education  which  can  be  carried  on  more 
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or  le-ss  ori  their  return  to  their  homes.  They  are  also'  im- 
pressed with  the  possibilities  of  infecting  others  and  the 
precautionsi  to  be  taken  against  this.  In  my  opinion,  diet  and 
fresh  air  are  the  chief  factors  in  combating  the  disease. 

The  serum  treatment  has,  no>  doubt,  done  so-mei  good  in 
isolated  cases’;  but  the  general  opinion  on  its  utility  is  very 
divided.  I,  along  with  other  local  medical  men,  have  seen  cases 
treated  with  Tuberculin  where  the  result  has  been,  in  our 
opinion,  harmful. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  14  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  compared  with 
13  last  year.  These  have  been  subjected  to  inspection 
throughout  the  year.  The  usual  requirements  as  to  white- 
washing, etc.,  have  been  carried  out,  and  there  has  been,  no 
cause  for  complaint  as  toi  their1  cleanliness. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be 
kept  in  a satisfactory  state1  asi  far  asi  the  nature  of  the  premises 
will  allow.  I can  only  repeat  my  suggestion  that  a much 
better  state  of  affairs  would  be  the  establishment  of  a.  public 
abattoir.  This  would  result  in  a building  being  ereeted 
specially  suitable  for  the  purpose,  instead  of  a number  of 
converted  buildings!  (as  some  of  these  at  present  in  use  un- 
doubtedly are),  with  unsuitable  floor  and  walls.  The’  work 
would  be  centralised  and  a better  supervision  could  be  exer- 
cised. 

HOUSING. 

The  houses’  in  the  district  are  much  above  the  average 
in  point  of  construction  and  drainage.  Under  the  Housing 
Regulations  your  Inspector  has  examined  and  reported  upon 
300  houses,  thisi  bringing  the  total  examined  to>  the  end  of 
the  year  to  685.  In  16  of  these  houses  minor  defects  were 
found.  Following  preliminary  notices  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  remedies  have  been  carried,  out  in  14  cases  and 
two  remained  unaltered  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  systematic  inspection,  of  houses  must  be  of  much 
benefit  as,  in  many  of  them,  minor  defects  are  found  which 
otherwise  might  not  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council.  Fourteen  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
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year  (an  improvement  upon  the  previous  year),  but  there  is 
still  a call  for  .artisan  cottages  and  for  houses'  for  the'  lower 
middle  classes. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

These  have  been  inspected  regularly  during  the  year. 
Certain  defects,  on  being  pointed  out,  were  remedied. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  district  shares  with  other  district®  in  the  upkeep  of 
the  Fielden  Hospital  for  the  infectious  diseases  Scarlet  Fever, 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diphtheria;  and  of  the  Sourhall  Hos- 
pital for  Small  Pox.  The  accommodation  in,  the  former  con- 
sists of  46  beds,  namely,  22  for  Scarlet  Fever,  18  for  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  6 for  Diphtheria;  whilst  in  the  Hospital  last- 
named  there  are  36  beds.  This  provision,  is  generally  found 
to  be  sufficient. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act  14 
cases  only  were  reported,  viz.,  Diphtheria  4,  Erysipelas  4, 
Scarlet  Fever  4,  and  Enteric  Fever  2.  Out  of  these  fourteen 
cases,  four  were  treated  in  the  Fever  Hospital.  The  four 
cases  were  comprised  of  one  Diphtheria,  two  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  one  Enteric  Fever. 

The  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  district  are: — The 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (the  whole),  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (nearly  all  sec- 
tions), and  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

In  consequence  of  the  almost  entire  absence!  of  Diphtheria 
and  Enteric  Fever,  very  little  use  has  been  made  of  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  for  the  detection  of 
these  diseases.  The  Laboratory  has,  however,  been  made 
use  of  in  examining  several  cases  for  Tuberculosis. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  was  present  in  the  second  and  third  quarters  of 
the  year  and  was  the  cause  of  six  deaths  in  children  under 
two  years  of  age.  It  is  a disease  which  is  difficult  to  deal 
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with.  Among  the  reasons  for  this,  one  may  point  to  the  fact 
that  a Doctor  is  not,  as  a rule,  called  in,  the  period  of 
infection  is  lengthy,  and  there  is  generally  difficulty  of 
isolation. 

CHICKEN  POX. 

Chicken  Pox  was  present  in  the  second  quarter,  and 
Measles  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.  Neither  of  the 
diseases  assumed  epidemic  proportions. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year — one  in  April  at 
Raw  Royd,  and  the  other  (a  fatal  one)  in  October  at  Windsor 
Road.  No«  doubt  the  case  at  Raw  Royd  originated  in  the 
water  supply  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  contaminated  at  inter- 
mitt ant  periods.  The  cause  of  the  case  at  Windsor  Road  is 
quite  unknown,  asi  no  sanitary  defects  were  found  and  the 
house  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

VITAL  STATIST! CIS. 

I take  for  statistical  purposes  the  population  as  at  the 
Census  of  1911.  I consider  that  at  the  present  time  the 
population  is  stationary  and  that  no  estimate  varying  the 
census  figures  is  necessary.  The  rates  are  as  follows  : — 
Birth-rate,  14.3  per  1000  ; death-rate,  13.2  per  1000  ; infan- 
tile mortality,  126.2  per  10001;  zymotic  death-rate,  .9  per 
1000;  tuberculous  death-rate,  1.2  per  1000  ; respiratory 
death-rate,  1.1  per  1000;  cancer  death-rate,  1.8  per  1000. 

B I R T1  H S . 

The  Births  number  103  (six  of  which  were  illegitimate) — 
54  males  and  49  females' — an d compare  with  101,  104,  109, 
95,  and  119  respectively  during  the  previous  five  years.  This 
year  the  births  outnumber  the  deaths  by  eight.  The  birth- 
rate of  14.3  is  a slight  improvement  on  last  year,  but  is  still 
very  unsatisfactory. 

DEATHS. 

The  Deaths  recorded  number  95,  i.e.,  53  males  and  42 
females,  giving  ai  rate  of  13.2  per  1000.  This  number  com- 
pares with  107,  104,  90,  99  and  106  respectively  in  the  pre- 
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vious  five  years  and  is  rather  below  the  average.  Eight  of 
the  95  deaths  occurred  in  residents  who  died  outside  the 
district — nearly  all  in  public  institutions.  Amongst  other 
causes  of  death  are  the  following : — -Zymotic  diseases  7 
(Whooping  Clough  6,  Enteric  Fever  1),  Tuberculous  Diseases 
9,  Cancer  13,  Organic  Heart  Disease  15,  and  Respiratory 
D iseases  8. 


The  95  death, s took  place  in  the  cases  of  persons  between 
the  following  ages  : — 


13  under  one  year. 

4 between  1 and  2 

1 „ 2 „ 5 

0 ,,  5 ,,  15 


years 


5 > 


? 5 


3 between  15  and  25  years 
9 „ 25  „ 45  „ 

27  ,,  45  „ 65 

38  from  65  upwards. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Thirteen  deaths  occurrd  in  infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  yielding  a rate  of  126.2.  This  number  compares  with 
12,  11,  7,  13,  and  14  respectively  in  the  previous  five  years. 
Seven  of  the  13  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  month,  and  were  registered  as  due  to  prematurity  or 
debility  from  birth.  Of  the  others,  tuberculosis  accounted 
for  2 deaths,  whooping  cough  for  2,  pneumonia,  1,  and  non- 
tuberculous  meningitis  1. 

The  infantile  deaths  in  ihe  district  remain  from  year  to 

year  practically  stationary,  and  in  my  opinion  nearly  all  may 

be  classed  as  hopeless  lives.  It  is  very  seldom  that  neglect 

of  children  occurs  in  your  district,  and  in  the  very  few  actual 

cases  the  neglect  is  passive  rather  than  active  or  deliberate. 

The  operations  of  the  Midwives  Act  is  under  the  direction  of 

the  Countv  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  assistants. 
*/ 

This  Act  has  undoubtedly  had  very  beneficial  results,  and  the 
cleanliness  and  adaptability  of  the  women  (registered  under 
the  Act  and  periodically  inspected  by  the  County  Officials) 
have  undergone  great  improvement  in  the  last  few  years. 

The  last  notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  received  as 
far  back  as  1910. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  mean  temperature  for  1913  was.  45.71,  and  this  is 
slightly  below  the  average  for  previous  years. 
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The  rainfall  was  43.28  inches — also  below  the  yearly 
average. 

The  usual  tables  accompany  this  report. 

I also  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Hight  Honour- 
able the  Home  Secretary,  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901.  The  Factories  and 
Workshops,  72  in  number,  have  been  inspected  and  found 
to  be  kept  in  good  condition.  Some  slight  defects  have  been 
found  and  remedied.  The  sanitary  accommodation  for  both 
sexes  are  generally  sufficient.  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force  in  the  district. 

I have  again  to  report  favourably  on  the  cleanliness  of 
the  Bakehouses,  which  number1  14,  a,s  compared  with  13  for 
the  previous  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GARNET  G.  LAWSON,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  2. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1913. 


Cases  Notified. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At 

At  Ages— 

Years 

Total  Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

all 

ages. 

Un- 
der 1 

lto  5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
65 

65  and 
upw’rds 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

4 

2 

• * * 

1 

i. 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Erysipelas  

4 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

. . . 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

• • • 

3 

1 

» • • 

2 

Enteric  Fever  

Pulmonary 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Tuberculosis... 
Other  forms  of 

10 

... 

... 

... 

3 

4 

2 

1 

5 

Tuberculosis... 

9 

2 

3 

3 

... 

... 

1 

... 

0 

Totals  

33 

2 

8 

4 

6 

5 

7 

1 

9 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  &c.: — 

Fielden  Hospital,  Todmorden  (46  Beds) — For  Scarlet,  Diphtheria  and 
Enteric  ; supported  jointly  by  Todmorden  Borough,  Todmorden 
Rural,  Hebden  Bridge  Urban,  and  Mytholmroyd  Urban  Districts. 

Sourhall  Hospital,  Todmorden  (36)  Beds— For  Smallpox;  supported 
jointly  by  Todmorden  Borough,  Todmorden  Rural,  Hebden  Bridge 
Urban,  and  Mytholmroyd  Urban  Districts,  and  Bacup. 

Consumptive  Sanatoria  at  Keighley  and  Wakefield,  under  the  W.R.C.C. 
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Table  3. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1913. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu- 

All 

ages. 

Un- 
der 1. 

1 and 
un- 
der 2. 

2 and 

un- 
der 5 

5 and 
un- 
derl  5 

15  <vr 
un- 
der25 

25  & 
un- 
der45 

45  & 
un- 
der65 

65  & 

up- 

w’rds 

tions 
in  the 
District 

1 

o 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

All  Causes  1 O - 

1 Uncertified  ... 

95 

Nil 

13 

4 

1 

0 

3 

9 

27 

38 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

1 

6 

3 

2 

4 

• • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

Influenza 

1 

2 

... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)  

r» 

7 

2 

13 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

...  | 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever  

2 

... 

1 

r* 

/ 

1 

5 

Meningitis  

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 
Bronchitis  

15 

4 

... 

1 

3 

4 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 
tory organs  

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease  

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

7 

7 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 
Other  accidents  & diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 
turition   

26 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

10 

16 

• • • 

95 

13 

4 

1 

0 

3 

9 

27 

38 

Sub-Entries,  included  in 
above  figures. 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

Pneumonia  

2 

1 

1 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

i 

1 

... 
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Table  4. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Y ear. 

Certified  

3 

1 

2 

0 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13 

Whooping-  Cough 

1 

.. 

1 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous).. 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

, . 

, , 

. . 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  .... 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. . . 

# . 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformation  

1 

i 

1 

Premature  Birth  . . 

i 

3 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

1 

l 

. . 

2 

. . 

1 

. . 

O 

O 

Other  causes  

• • 

•• 

0 

Total 

3 

1 

2 

0 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

13 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year —Legitimate  97,  Illegitimate  6. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of — Legitimate  Infants  13,  Illegitimate  Infants  0. 
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Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Premises. 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections 

2 

Written  Notices. 
3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories  

25 

5 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

42 

— 

Workplaces 

5 

— 

Total ... 

72 

5 

0 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

5 

Particulars. 

Found. 

2 

Remedied 

3 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

4 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 





Other  Nuisances  

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  .... 

2 

•j 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 
quirements for  bakehouses 

(ss.  97  to  100) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

n 

5 

0 

0 

3.  Home  Work — None. 

4.  Registered  Workshops — Ordinary  Workshops  48  ; Workshop 

Bakehouses,  14  ; total  number  of  Workshops  on  register,  62. 

5.  Other  Matters — -Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(s.  133) — Nil. 

Action" taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)— Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector — 3 
Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  I. — 3. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  ioi)— Certificates  granted  during 
the  year  — None. 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year — Nil. 


TABLE  C.,  1913 


HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT* 


Water  Supply— 

Any -developments  during  1913? — 42yds.  of  4in.  mains 
laid  in,  Palace  House  Road ; 280yds.  of  3in.  mains 
laid  in  Central  Street,  Fielding  Street,  Fountain 
Street,  Blenheim  Street,  and  Windsor'  View. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where? — No. 

Any  curtailment  ? — Yes . 

When  and  for  how  long? — Sept.  29th  to  Oct.  27th,  7 p.m. 
to  5 a.m.  water  turned  off;  Oct.  27th  to  Nov.  17th, 
5 p.m.  to  5 a.m.,  ditto  ; Nov.  17th  to  Nov.  19th,  7 
p.m.  to  7 a.m.,  ditto. 

Did  any  wells  fail,  and  where? — Yes,  many  private  supplies. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where? — No. 

Any  unchecked  plum, bo-solvent  action? — No. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Any  development, si  during  1913? — 695yds.  of  9in.  sewer 
laid  in  Birchcliffe  Road  and  Wadsworth  Lanes; 
696yds.  of  6in,.  sewer  laid  in  Wood  Top  Road; 
75yds.  of  6 in.  sewer  relaid  in  Mytholm  Place  ; 150yds 
of  6in.  sewer  laid  in  Old  Leesi  Road. 

Developments  still  needed  as  to 

(a)  Want  of  sewers — Nil. 

(b)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers — Nil. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints 
as  to  smells  ? — I have  had  no  complaints. 

Number  of  sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1913 — Four. 
Trapped — Tw  o. 

Proportion  of  sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection? — 
Unknown.  U n, trapped — U nknown . 
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Closet  Accommodation- 

Number  of  Privies'  with  open  middens — Nil. 

Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets— 95. 

Number  of  Privies  with  covered  mid  dens — Six. 

Number  of  Water  Closets- — 1526. 

W aste- water  Closets' — 19 . 

Number  of  Privies  re- constructed  during  1913— 

(a)  as  w.c.’s — 2.  (b)  other — 2. 

Number  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property 
in  1913 — -(a)  w.c.’s— 6;  (b)  other' — nil. 

Number  of  Closets  constructed  in  1913  for  new  houses— 
(a)  w . c . V — 1 5 ; (b)  other— nil. 

Scavenging — 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of — (a)  Destructor- — No;  (b)  Tips 
— Yes;  (c)  Farmers — No.  Total  annual  cost — £315. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where? — No. 

Any  change  during  1913? — No. 

Nuisance  inspection — 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  in  1913 — 925. 

Informal  Notices  served — 7.  Complied  with — 6. 

Statutory  Notices  served — 6.  Complied  with — 5. 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1912 — 4. 
At  close  of  1913 — 1. 


Total  Number  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1913 — 36. 
Abated  during  1913 — 39. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings- — 


Nil. 

Total  No.  of 

Legal  Pro 

Regulated  Buildings, 

No.  in 

No.  on 

Inspections 

General 

ceedings 

Trades,  &c. 

District. 

Register.  Made. 

Condition  ? 

(if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

o 

..  2 

...  12  ... 

Good 

..  Nil 

Canal  Boats  

. . — 

..  — 

...  61  ... 

Good 

...  Nil 

Knackers  Yards  

..  Nil  . 

. . 

— 

— 

. • . 

Offensive  Trades 

1 . 

..  1 

...  8 ... 

Good 

...  Nil 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be 
offensive  trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding, 
etc . ? — N o . 


Schools — 

Number  of  Elementary  Schools  in  District — Three. 
Number  of  Visits  to  Schools — Several. 

Action  taken — None  necessary. 
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Milk  Supply — 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis 
under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts— -Two. 

Number  adulterated- — None. 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bam 
teriological  examination — -N il. 

Wbat  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy 
cows  ?■ — -Nil. 

Number  of  animals  notified  by  Police  under  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1913 — Nil. 

Any  action  thereon  by  S.A.,  e.g.,  to  ascertain  if  cowsheds 
affected  were  satisfactory- — - 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1913? — -No. 
Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 6.  No.  registered — 6. 
Number  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers— 32. 
Number  who  are  Purveyors  only- — -Nil. 

Total  number  registeredi — Six. 

Total  N umber  of  Cowsheds' — 6. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  1913 — -19. 

General  condition — Fair. 

Approximate  Number  of  Milch  Cows  in  District — 43. 

Any  insufficiency  in  Milk  Supply? — No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C'.M.  Orders — Nil. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  District®  to  which 
Milk  is  sent? — None  sent  out  of  district. 

Other  Foods — 

Number  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of 
S.A.  for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
— Nil.  Number  adulterated — 

Number  of  seizures!  of  unsound  food — Nil. 

Kind  and  quantity — Number  of  prosecutions — 

Number  of  Slaughter-houises — Nine. 

No1.  Registered- — 9.  Kind  and  condition — Fair. 

Number  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs — Nil;  (b) 
Unsound  Food — Nil;  (c)  re  Slaughter-houses* — Nil. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

Any  Smoke  nuisance,  and  where? — Four  in  Hebden 
Bridge,  all  abated. 

Number  of  Smoke  observations'  taken — 17. 

No-,  of  Cautions — 4.  Legal  Notices — Nil. 

Summonses* — N il. 
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Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1913— None.  P.H.A.A.  Act,  1890,  the 
whole;  P.H.A.A.  Act,  1907,  most  of  the  Act;  I.D.P. 
Act,  1890,  th,©  whole — adopted  prior  to  1913. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations — 

Any  adopted  during  1913 — No. 

Are  any  other  Byelaws  needed? — No. 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases — 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1913? — 
None. 

What  special  action  toi  combat  same? — 1 

Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient  ? — Yes 

What  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin? — Council 
supply  diphtheria  antitoxin,  free. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list? — All 
tube rculou s diseases . 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district? — 
No. 


Special  Reports  and  Investigations — 

Sanitary  Inspector1  (Mr.  Smith)  has  made  special  reports 
on  closets.,  ashpits,  and  middens. 

Tuberculosis — 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop — Nine. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts — None. 

(3)  Disinfection — Nine. 

(4)  Distribution  of  advice  leaflets — Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting — Public  notices. 

(6)  Shelters  provided — No. 

(7)  Is  sputum  examined? — Yes. 

Bacteriology— 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilised? — Yes. 

Any  s u gg  e sti  on  s ? — N o . 
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Infantile  Mortality— 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it? — None  required. 
Has  Notification  of  Birtbsi  Act,  1907,  been  adopted  ? — No 
Is  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  S'.A.?—- No. 

By  o their  bo  dy  ? — N o . 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  191 3—  Not 
excessive. 


Vital  Statistics— 

Births  during  1913 — Males  54,  Females  49  ; Total  103. 
Number  of  illegitimate  included  in  above — Six. 
Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — Unknown. 
Deaths  during  1913 — (1).  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually 
registered  in  the  District  without  any  correction — 87 
(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated— 
Males  53,  Females  42;  Total  95. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths'  (included  above)— Nil. 

Miscellaneous — 

Mean  Temperature  for  1913 — 45. 7 L Rainfall — 43.28. 
What  Mortuary  accommodation — 

(a)  For  accidents — Mortuary  in  Lewis  Holme. 

(b)  For  infectious  ease  si  other  than  at  Hospital — Nil 
Number  of  Burial  Grounds — Three. 

Any  need  for  extension — No  pressing  need. 

Are  there  any  Maggot  breeding  establishments  in  Dis- 
trict ? — No. 

Any  nuisance  therefrom  or  action  in  relation  thereto — No 

8anitary  Staff — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.? — £50. 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — Emmett  Smith. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £62  10s. 

Other  appointments  held  — • Sanitary  Inspector  to 
Todmorden  Rural  District. 

Salary  for  such,  appointments — £47  10s. 

Any  Assistants — No.  Is  Staff  sufficient? — Yes. 
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Summary  of  Housing1  Work  during 

1913. 

Table  shewing’  action  under  Sections  15,  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing-,  Town  Planning1,  etc..  Act,  1909,  and  the  Housing* 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  dated  September 
2nd,  1910,  or  matters  arising  therefrom. 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulations:  in 
1913—300. 

Houses  found  with  defects — 16. 

Houses  made  fit  after  preliminary  notice — 14. 

Houses  in  regard  to  which  notices  were  served  to  remedy 
d e fee  ts — Two. 

Houses  with  minor  defects  (Public  Health  Actsi) — TWo. 

Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections 
under  Article  II.  of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ? — Mr.  Emmett  Smith,  Calder 
Terrace,  Hebden  Bridge. 

Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping 
rooms  under  Sec.  17  (7)  ? — No. 

Any  action  in  respect  of  such  rooms  ? — No. 

Other  Action  in  Regard  to  Housing— 

Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where? — General  scarcity 
of  Cottages  and  also  Dwellings  for  the'  lower  middle 
classes. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where? — No. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1913 
None. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where — No. 

Number  of  new'  Houses  built  during  1913 — 

(a)  Working  class'  dwellings — 14.  (b)  Other- — Nil. 

Any  working  class  dwellings  erected  during  1913  by 
Sanitary  Authority — No. 

Are  Sanitary  Authority  contemplating  erection  of  work- 
ing class  dwellings? — No. 

Town  Planning— 

Any  scheme  prepared  during  1913? — No. 

Any  scheme  contemplated? — No. 

GARNET  G.  LAWSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  7th,  1914. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Gentlemen, — - 


Council  Offices, 

Hebden  Bridge, 

Ma,rch  3rd,  1914. 


I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1913,  which  is  my 
Thirty-Third  Annual  one  as  Inspector  to  the  Council. 

There  is  a sign  of  some  improvement  in  house  building 
within  the  district,  fourteen  having  been  completed  during 
the  period  under  consideration,  and  plans  have  already  been 
passed  for  a number  of  others. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCE’S!  — The  water  carriage 
system  for  the  removal  of  excreta  continues,  to  extend,  for  all 
the  closets  erected  during  the  year  are  on  that  principle,  and 
including  those  for  Factories  and  Workshops  they  now  num- 
ber 1545.  There  are  still  about  a hundred  on  the  pail  system, 
which  it  is  hoped  to  reduce  considerably  before  the  end  of  the 
present  year.  There  are  also  about  fifty  ashpits,  covered  and 
uncovered,  but  these  are  being  gradually  reduced. 

NUISANCES'  continue  to  decrease  in  number  year  by 
year,  as  might  be  expected,  considering  the  amount  of  money 
expended  in  recent  years  on  house  drainage,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  water  closets,  with  their  necessary  drainage  arrange- 
ments. Still,  a majority  of  the  nuisances  arise  from  sewers 
and  drains,  but  they  are  of  a minor  character  to  what  was 
formerly  the  case. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  housing  sec- 
tion of  the  Town  Planning  Act,  I have  made  special  inspec- 
tions of  three  hundred  houses,  and  tested  the  drains  connected 
with  them ; only  defects  of  a minor  character  were  met  with, 
and  they  were  remedied  in  many  cases-  before  the  report  was 
presented  to  the  Committee. 
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INFECTIOUS.  DISEASES.— These,  have  not  been  as 
numerous  as  in  the  previous  year,  and,  therefore',  the  same 
amount  of  disinfecting  has  not  been  required,  though  there 
were  thirty  sets  of  bedding  treated  at  the  steam  disinfector, 
eleven  of  which  were  from  outside  the  Council’s  area. 

I have  sent  three  samples  of  suspected  water  to  the  Public 
Analyst  and  two  samples  of  new  milk. 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. — Dense  smoke  is  not  so  much  in 
evidence  as  it  was  formerly,  owing  to  the  more  general  use  of 
mechanical  stokers,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement 
in  one  or  two.  cases. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— Considering  tne 
number  of  these  in  the  town,  there  has.  not  been,  much  to 
complain  about.  There  were  two  cases  of  closets  not  properly 
screened  from  view ; two  cases  of  insufficient  closet  accommo- 
dation for  females  ; one  of  dampness  in  a bakehouse,  and  the 
other  a defective  closet  drain. 

The  premises  subject  to  special  regulations  are — the  two 
Common  Lodginghouses,  the  nine  Slaughterhouses,  the  six  Cow- 
sheds, and  one  offensive  trade,  ail  except  one  of  which  have 
been  conducted  in  such  a way  as  to  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Particulars  of  other  work  will  be  found  in  Table  C of  the 
Medical  Officer’s.  Report. 

I am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  SMITH, 

Insoector. 

■a 
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CANAL  BOAT  REPORT. 


Council  Offices, 

Hebden  Bridge, 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1913  as  Inspector 
of  Canal  Boats  within  the  districts  of  the  Hebden  Bridge 
Urban  and  the  T'odmorden  Rural  Authorities.  Formal  in- 
spections of  sixty-one  boats  have  been  made  during  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  this  only  represents  a.  portion  of  the 
boats  met  with,  as  the  same  boat  may  be  seen  passing  through 
the  district  more  than  a dozen  times  a year,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  to  make  such  inspections  on  each  occasion. 

The  registered  sleeping  accommodation  in  the  cabins  of 
these  sixty-one  boats,  as  shown  by  the  certificates  produced, 
was  for  293  adults;  but  the  number  occupying  the  cabins,  or 
accompanying  the  boats  with  that  intention,  when  the  inspec- 
tions were  made,  was  only  131  men,  4 women  and  2 children. 
Women  and  children  are  seldom  met  with  now  on  boats  pass- 
ing through  this  district,  except  in  the  summer  season,  and 
then  only  for  a single  voyage.  Such  a thing  as  women  and 
children  making  the  boats  their  permanent  homes  is  a thing 
of  the  past. 

There  was  only  one  breach  of  the  regulations,  and  that 
was  in  a boat  not  having  the  cabins  painted  for  over  three 
years,  but  notice  was  served  on  the  owners  to  paint  them 
and  duly  complied  with. 

I am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  SMITH, 

Inspector. 


